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, James H. Lesar 

* ATTORNEY AT LAW * 

• V 1231 FOURTH STREET. M. W. 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 20024 . 

T«L*PHON* (202) 404- ©023 

• ' if /■' . ; V. ; - 

•ir . Harold Tyler, Jr. ' 

Jeputy Attorney General 
J. S. Department of Justice 
Washington, D^ C. 20530 

)ear Mr, Tyler: ‘ '-"V'.’ V 

. 0 ?? ur letter of December 1, 1975, is apparently intended to . 

erq's^Dririr 11 ?^^ 9 °° d com P liance w *th Mr. Harold Weis- ' - 

erLin?™ ^ ' r ? qUe ? fc for disclosure of certain records 

pertaining to the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Un- 

or unately, this is achieved by rephrasing Mr. Weisberg’s request 
»o as to exclude most of the records sought. . T~S >•}■'>. 

, a n 4 -c F ?h 0 eXamP J!' M f‘ Wei ® be rg * s April 15 request specified that he'^V^ 
f??h%hS < eSU i^ S anz ballistics tests performed in connection 

tated hi« n r eStl9 ^ t J' 0n lnt ° ° r ' King ' s assassination^ Yet you re -' v '~~ : ' 
tated his request in a manner which excludes all ballistics tests ’ 

xcept those performed on the bullet removed from Dr. King and the ./' ■ 

lfa^l^states £5® ° f the crime * However, as his request ' 

learly states, Mr. Weisberg wants all ballistics tests and reports,^'" 

th ° Se P erformed °n the murder bullet and the rifle placed 

In response to Mr. Weisberg’s request for the ballistics evi- ■ 
ence, you provided him with three distorted color photographs of the 

aken t fj? 11 blf?i5f? m ° r * King * ^ r * Weisber 9 wants all photographs 

i of CS Purposes, including all photogHphs taken with^^ 

he aid of a comparison microscope and all blowups of any photograph.},- 

t- fh^.5 reSp ! c J- t0 M f* Weisberg ’ s request for all photographs taken 

^c!^L Mr * Weisberg defines this term broadly to '.;}} 

. 1 of the buildings and areas in the immediate vicinity of ‘-v 

ie crime site.. It would include, for example, photographs taken of 
c the Lorraine Motel, Canipe^ Amusement Center, the parking lot,*' 

\e lire station, the rooming house at 418 1/2 to 422 1/2 S. Main : 

:reet, and any areas in between or adjacent thereto. It also includes 

iuid 9 in them f ^ lnteri ° r of an * of these buildings and of any objects 

* s P°ke Volney Brown two or three months ago, her 

1 i j department would have no objection to a procedure wh? ch f 

;u!d allow Mr. Weisberg to examine these photographs first, then r ' ' 
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select which ones, if any, he wishes to have copied for him This 
of course, will save everybody time and money. ■' 

FBi e f«nt “ ppoint "=" t - Mr - Wiseman informed me, howevL! chit 'the 

ho ho Wit \ r t SpeCt t( ? the balli stics materials sought by Mr Weishera 
he has asked me to inform you that as of this datShe ha? still ' n^ 9 ' 

f^ ate * hat th ? Photographs and sketches of suspects in the 

:Vtt* ny i ■ 8U8 ^S n f n P S?Ss“l y S m you E are not IlreaS^"^^ 
Special 

”± Commissioner in Birmingham, Alabama. If, as you saJ, there £ever 
process? other suspects_ in the case, doesn't this constitute abuse ol 

Sketch S°»l d i als ? inforn » u y° u that Mr. Weisberg and I have seen a 
Sow % fh^ fc 1 ® ast one other suspect in the murder of Dr. King. In v 
of itSfSoSf suggest that you have the FBI make a further check v . 

QVoSh fil ° s to see lf ifc cannot find additional photographs and 
sketches of. suspects in the assassination of Dr. King? ° . 

fc ? Mr * ^ Weisberg 's request for "all information, docu- ' • 
that Ar, S ^ epor- tf mad ® available to any author or writer," you state . 
that no information, documents, or reports made available to any •* 
author or writer "can be identified as such in our records " y • p ■ ■ 
Assuming this to be true, it still dodges the issue by the use of 
semantic#. As I indicated to Mr. Volney Brown when we spoke about 
this a couple of months ago, I think it is relatively simple for iou 
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y£u*wn^ this request if $.&.•* 

writer^, and FBI officials. ' the a PP ro P riate authors, ■ 

and testimony from these of f icial^and writ^ t0 take des P ositio ^s v ' ''* 
court determine the matte?. I S“nT?h7J S” ^ let the "strict-rw 
fact that Ftfl materials were made avail ,hi unnecessar y-' s ir ic e the 

is incontestible. I note, lor exam^e ^, W " te " and autho « ‘• : '" 

Case_of James Earl Rav. n a { n U ir P l*' that xr» h ls book The Stranue ~ 

assistant firSddltTon Mr Jr *. fc h a nks the FBI foF its - ~ V 

writers listed in his information request Kve co — * ^ ° f the 
as the autopsy photographs which have been ° f SUCh evidenc e 

defense and that they have flacjh^ denied James Earl Ray's • 

tion in order to im P J e „ m* 1 rep ° rtS ° n the Kin ^ assaJsina- ' 

mentioned in „ r . WeLXrg^Kqiest «*•» - 

records of Ray's sister, Carol ^Pepper ? S ° bta * ned co P ies of the bank V 


your letter. l'work entirlly 9 alone° r delay in responding to > ' 
clerk to assist me and roJs? of ^ no secr etary or law V- '>•' • 

Recently I have been very prefsed fol Mmf° ^ ty P in< ? and f iling?"-" 
delay. However, Mr. Weisbera did 5 ? *.u d thls accoun ts for the ' 

Levi about these and othel matters sool alle/h. ^ ^ tfc ° rne y General 1 ' ; 
/°ur letter and I trust you paid him a co Py 


Sincerely yours , 



' ’ Nv :' , 


c: 


Attorney General Edward H. Levi 
FBI Director Clarence Kelley 
FBI Special Agent Thomas Wiseman 
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